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Staffing news -  Dan learns new tricks  

We are very proud of Dan, our workshop manager ,who has 

just passed his Cytech 3 qualification.  This is the cycle industry  

top standard - an accolade 

achieved only by the best.   As a 

reward, we are delighted to be 

kitting out a brand new 

workshop for him - more of 

which 

later. 

www.walkerscycling.co.uk  

Winter may not be the time best suited to cycling - but -  

WE HAVE WAYS!  
Inside we have ideas to keep you going in all weathers - and if that fails to tempt you, have a 

look at our feature on indoor trainers.  

New year, new gear: 2012 product ranges are a sell out!  

Coming Soon Ultegra Di2.  

From electronic gear shifting to lights that could scare off aliens, manufacturers have been constantly 

innovating - if you havenõt ordered your Shimano equipped Di2 road bike yet, youõre probably too late!  

We hope to have an in-store demonstrator soon. 

Silent efficient gear change with no more cable stretch or seized cables - just a click of the switch, 

powered by a small Li-ion battery which guarantees a range of at least 2,000 km [1,250 miles] after 

which it can be fully recharged in just ninety minutes.  We will have Cube and Giant Di2 equipped bikes 

in the new year - but the manufacturers tell us they have already sold out of their 2012 allocation.  

Water, water, everywhere   

Cycling waterproofs 

have come a long way 

from the sweaty yellow 

oilskin cape.   We have 

some great products 

from Pearl Izumi and 

Altura. 

And if you really canõt face going out 

take a look at our 

Turbo Trainers 

http://www.walkerscycling.co.uk/
http://www.thecyclingexperts.co.uk/cytech/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Walkers-Cycling/144181065636007
http://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=walkerscycling
http://www.walkerscycling.co.uk
http://www.shimano.com/publish/content/global_cycle/en/us/index/products/road/ultegra_di2.html
http://www.tacx.com/


29ers ð the latest off -road òTHINGó 

Why a 29er Bike?  ð Dan tells us  
29ó wheel mountain bikes are certainly revolutionising the 

mountain bike world. The advantages of these big wheeled trail 

machines are: less rolling resistance and a comfier ride, with the 

larger wheels finding it easier to roll over obstacles. Also there is 

better traction because more tyre is in contact with the ground.  

Riding a 29er gives you a very involving ride, as your bodyõs 

weight is closer to the wheel axles, and you get a feeling of 

sitting in the bike rather than on the bike. This means that it is a 

great handling trail machine that has proven itself both on the 

race scene and on trails.     

Being new to Ayrshire, I have found the riding a little bit flatter 

compared to what Iõm used to in the highlands!  Up there, I 

always had at least 140mm of travel which gave me a fun, 

bomb proof bike for clattering down the land rover tracks of 

the Cairngorms but, for Ayrshire, a big travel bike just means 

more weight to carry over those rolling hills for not many big 

long rocky descents . Then I tried out a Salsa El Mariachi fully 

rigid, steel single speed 29er. As soon as I swung my leg over 

the bike fitted me so much better than any 26õõ wheeled bike 

had ever done, I felt for the first time that I was sat in the bike 

rather than perched on top.  

It was light, nimble and very 

strong, taking on the local 

downhill run with ease and 

flare and compared to the 

vast majority of 160mm travel 

full sus bikes out with me, it 

certainly wasnõt out of its 

depth!  

Now, Iõm on the tall side, so a 

29er offered me a bike that 

fitted like a glove and rode 

like nothing else. But theyõre 

not just for big folk - average 

height riders will still enjoy the 

amazing feel and riding style 

these wagon wheeled bikes have to offer.      

Weõve got several 2012 Giant 29ers in stock - both full sus and 

hardtails and you can try out our Demo Anthem X1 29er now.  

Drew has chosen a Giant XTC 29er to tackle The Puffer next 

month - if you are going to ride for 24 hours off road in the 

depths of winter, comfort matters!   

Cube are also producing a 

big range of  29ers  

starting at £589 for the 

Analog Disc 29er and 

even an electric assist 

model at £2,699. 

Expansion é.  
All these new products take up 

space!  

Although dubbed òThe Tardisó by 

some, there is a limit to what we can 

currently display on our shelves.  

Having looked around for bigger 

premises for the past year, we have 

finally found a compromise that we 

hope you will like:  we have taken on 

a warehouse unit nearby which will 

also house our workshop.  This will 

enable us to convert the existing 

workshop into retail space and keep 

a small workstation for òon the spotó 

repairs.  We will also be offering a 

collection and delivery service for 

repairs.   

The result will hopefully mean a 

better turnaround for servicing and 

repairs and a big increase in what 

you can touch & feel in-store. 

We hope to unveil the re -fitted shop 

in the new year - keep track our 

website 

www.walkerscycling.co.uk 

and Twitter feed & 

Facebook page 

New brands  

The increased space will enable us to 

display a bigger range of products 

and also to increase our stock-

holding of new bikes, meaning 

greater choice and faster availability 

for you, our customer.  In 

anticipation, we have brought in a 

few new brands: Ridley Bikes, Haro 

and Barracuda and also Zipp Wheels.  

We aim to provide everything any 

cyclist needs to enhance their cycling.  

If you donõt see it ASK! 

We understand cycling  

http://www.giant-bicycles.com/en-GB/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Walkers-Cycling#!/pages/Walkers-Cycling/144181065636007
http://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=walkerscycling
http://www.cube.eu/en/cube-bikes/


STAY WARM & DRY ð Anna tells us how    
The recent deluges that have been hitting us on the West Coast of 

Scotland shouldnõt keep you indoors.  At Walkers Cycling weõve been trying out the latest 

offerings from Pearl Izumi and Altura, in preparation for the anticipated cold winter ahead of us.  

Go on, be tempted, thereõs nothing like a nice new jacket to make the weather matter a little bit 

less. 

Neil has been testing the Pro Barrier WxB Jacket, in some mild, yet 

wet conditions, the kind of weather where a waterproof may be 

wetter inside than out!  He was really impressed with the results, the 

fabric is a PRO softshell 2 and 3 layer stretch fabric, this means the 

fabric conforms to the rider, eliminating theõ boxyõ feel that you 

might associate with a waterproof.  WxB is Pearl Izumiõs shorthand 

for Waterproof x Breathable, their guarantee of performance in the 

foulest of conditions. Itõs the details that have most impressed us 

though;  the offset zipper to prevent chafing over the throat, the 

front facing ôpitõ zips that actually vent, the scalloped cuffs that just fit, and the cleverly thought 

through rear pocket that also allows you to get into your jersey pocket without removing any 

clothing. At Ã229 itõs quite an investment but one that could quickly justify itself if you ride out in 

all weathers.   

Altura clothing has been on a programme of continual improvement over the 

last few years - listening to riders and 

developing new fabrics and designs.  They 

have a full range of clothing to suit every 

rider - from occasional commuter to hard core  off -roader. 

Product of the year has to be the Pocket Rocket - a breathable 

waterproof that can squash into a bag small enough to fit in a bottlecage!  In 

Black, Red or Dayglo Yellow it has become the essential addition to every 

Carbon fibre ð whatõs it all about? 

lightweight, stiff & oh so.é!! 
All the top bike manufacturers are  bringing out new 

advanced grade carbon fibre 

frames bothe for road and off -

road ð e.g. Giantõs Composite, 

Advanced and then Advanced SL with the price 

increasing through the range.  The TCR Advanced SL 0 

is £7,499 but the range starts with the Defy Composite 3 at just £1,249 

Cube also has  a similar range:  from the GTC Agree road bike at £1,249 

Ridley hav some impressive innovations in their carbon frames ð wind -

tunnel & velodrome tested to be the fastest frame available in their 

Noah FAST with a split fork  & seatstay design to make the bike as   

aerodynamic as possible.   

Look have brought in complete bikes for 2012 with the wonderfully 

comfortable 566 frame teamed with Shimano 105 for just £2199.99.   

 

Framesets are also available from Giant, Ridley and Look and we can build any of them to 

your own specification ð you dream, weõll build, you ride. 

http://www.madison.co.uk/brandInfo.aspx?pf=brands&group=&mode=b&kw=&manu=Pearl+Izumi
http://www.zyro.co.uk/brands/ALTURA/ALTURA.aspx

